
COUNTRY CODE

When out walking, please follow the Country Code.
Please:

• Keep to public paths

• Clean up after your dog and keep it under close control

• Fasten all gates behind you

• Use stiles to cross fences, hedges and walls

• Take your litter home

• Protect wildlife, plants and trees

• Take special care on country roads

CANAL
THE

CANAL
WALK

COUNTRY PARK TRAILSHOW TO GET THERE

Ladderedge Country Park is off the A53 Newcastle to
Leek road, about 1 mile south west of Leek Town Centre.  
A signpost on the right hand side of the main road, if
travelling from Leek, indicates the Country Park car park
in Barnfields Industrial Estate, off Sunnyhills Road. 
The car park is about 10-15 minutes’ walk from Leek
Town Centre.

Location of walk

Operational Services,
Staffordshire Moorlands District Council, Moorlands House,

Stockwell Street, Leek, Staffordshire, ST13 6HQ, 

Telephone 0345 605 3010
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Email: countryside@staffsmoorlands.gov.uk
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Leek and the Caldon Canal via
Ladderedge Country Park

ENJOY THE WALK

This walk is 3 miles long (4.8 km) and follows mainly
level ground along the canal, with some steep slopes up
and down within the Country Park. Allow 2-21/2 hours to
enjoy the walk. Stout footwear should be worn as the
ground may be muddy and slippery in places. The walk is
not waymarked.

The Ordnance Survey Pathfinder Map No.776 ‘Kidsgrove
and Leek’ covers this area.

If you have any comments on this walk or would like
further information on other walks in the Staffordshire
Moorlands, please contact the Countryside Service on
0845 6053010.

BACKGROUND

The Caldon Canal was designed and built by John Rennie,
and once extended to the end of Broad Street, Leek. 
The canal crossed the river Churnet via an aqueduct, which
you will cross on this walk, although it has now been filled
in. Caldon Canal, Rudyard Reservoir and the reservoir’s
feeder canal, were completed in 1802. The system took 5
years to build. 

Another feature of the canal is the 120 metre long Leek
Tunnel which was restored by British Waterways and
Staffordshire Moorlands District Council in 1984.

As you walk along the canal, the impressive water tower of
St. Edward’s Hospital can be seen rising above the trees on
the opposite side of the valley. The tower stands 135 feet
high and can hold 36,000 gallons of water. The hospital
and tower were built by Giles, Gough and Trollope
between 1895 and 1899 and are all Listed Buildings.

More natural sections of the walk include Hollinhay Wood,
which consists mainly of Alder and Silver Birch. It is a
good place to see Treecreepers and Herons at the canal
edge.
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1. Leave the car park through the metal
kissing gate in the stone wall and bear left
to follow the footpath across the field and
along the bank of the River Churnet.  

2. The path leads to the aqueduct where
the Caldon Canal once crossed the river.
An information board on the reverse side
of the stone plinth gives more detail about
the area. Cross the old aqueduct and bear
left through a gate to join the canal-side
path.

3. After about 1/2 mile, the towpath
reaches Leek Tunnel. Follow the path up
the hill, cross over several farm tracks,
and go down the steps on the other side.
From the steps, St.Edward’s Hospital
water tower can be seen rising above the
trees on the opposite side of the valley.
Continue along the towpath for a further
1/2 mile, passing below Hollinhay Wood
on the opposite side of the canal.

4. At the bridge, go over the stile on the
left, marked for Ladderedge Country
Park. Bear right over the bridge and up
the hill. At the road, continue straight on
for 20 metres until the path bears right up
a drive and into Hollinhay Wood. The
path leads to Mollatts Wood Road and out
on to the main Newcastle-Leek road.

5.   Cross the main road with care. Turn
right, following the main road for about
150 metres, until you reach a gap in the
wall on your left hand side, immediately
after the entrance to The Heights. This
takes you back into Ladderedge Country
Park. Turn right through the gap and
continue straight ahead past an
information board which gives more
detail about the area. Continue ahead,
crossing the stile and go downhill,
through several fields. Head towards the
highways depot and the Country Park car 

5. continued
park. Excellent views of Leek, The
Roaches, Hen Cloud and Ramshaw
Rocks can be seen from this path on a
clear day.

6. Cross the car park and walk down
the access track to the main road. Follow
the pavement for about 150m, crossing
the main road with care opposite a
kissing gate. Go through the gate and
follow the path back to the car park.

This map is based upon Ordnance Survey material with
the permission of Ordnance Survey on behalf of the
Controller of Her Majesty's StationeryOffice. 
© Crown copyright. Unauthorised reproduction
infringes Crown copyright and may lead to prosecution
or civil proceedings. Licence No.100018384. 2007.


